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OF RHODE ISLAND

Announcements

x

2011 Meeting Dates

~NO MEETING IN JULY
~August 3rd

~September 7th

~Qctober 5th

~November 2nd
~December 7th

http://www.wwgri.org
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Events |

“No manual can tell your hand what a hammer can teach it”
Jeff Taylor Tools of the Trade

Message from the Officers

Thanks to all who participated in our Jigs night last meeting. Everyone
appreciates those that took the time to pack and move their stuff to provide the
demo. Of course we have no meeting scheduled for July but that leaves some
time to produce those show and tell items. Summer is slow down and vacation
time so a lot of things will not change until we fire ourselves up for Fall.

Symposium Planning

Paul Morrissey has been on hold while Keeseh relocated, but now I think we
are ready to go forward with planning our first woodworking symposium. In
addition to Paul be have two new members of the planning committee who have
volunteered to pioneer this event. They are Julian Peters and Dan Lambert.
There is still room for more planners and helpers, so let Paul know if you are
interested.

The plan at this point is to take on co-sponsors of the event which may include;
Woodcraft, Keeseh Studio, Ocean State Wood Turners and maybe someone like
Barrettes. No dates are set but this will probably become a 2012 event.

From your Assistant Editor:Hi! This is Ned Quist, a your assistant editor.
I’m looking for new articles. So even if you don’t feel like you’re a great
writer, don’t be shy about sending along something that you think would be of
interest to your fellow Guild members. My e-mail address is
Edwin_Quist@brown.edu.This issue includes two recent contributions from
members Lenny Butler and John Heaney.
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UPCOMING MEETINGS!

Meetings are held on the 1% Wednesday of the month at 7 PM, except for the month of July (when
there is no meeting), and are located at the North Scituate Community House, West Greenville Rd,
North Scituate, Rl 02857

JUNE MEETING RECAP:

Presentation Summary

June’s meeting presentation featured jigs, both homemade and store bought. The three demonstrators were John
Pietrella, Chris Horn, Lenny Butler and Smokey. John demoed a jig to safely cut narrow strips on the table saw, Chris
showed a router set up for boxes, Lenny showed dovetails on an Incra Jig (mounted on his elegant shop made router
table and Smokey showed a taper jig for the table saw and a router jig to cut flutes (photos on next page)

Guild Officers for 2010-2011

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Past President

John Pietrella johnpietrella@comcast.net

Jeff Arsenault jeffreya223@gmail.com

Dave Wudyka djwudyka@comcast.net

Jack Keach keach@cox.net

Peter Silvestre psilvestre@comcast.net
Guild Committees and Programs

Guild Addresses

Programs Director
Promotions
Director
Hospitality
Newsletter/Website
" hiih Dhatnanranhar

Bob Fontenault bfontenaultl @cox.net
Paul Morrissey pmjr30@verizon.net

Rotating
Reddogstudios.com

Tirm LlArn

Mailing Address:
Woodworker’s Guild of RI
PO BOX 520
No. Scituate, Rl 02857

Web Address:
http://www.wwari.org

Meeting Address:

Nn Qeritiiata Cammiinitv Hniica

http://www.wwgri.org
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dovetails

John Pietrella demonstrates his jig
for ripping thin pieces safely

Chris Horn demos box
making box joints on
router table

http://www.wwqgri.org Copyright O 2011 WWGRI, PO Box 520, No. Scituate, Rl 02857
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mortises and flutes

Photos: Jim Horn

June Show and Tell
Photos by Jim Horn

Bowls
byBob Godin

TP - /TWWW.WWOTT.0Tq

Router Table

July 2011

Sword Case
By John Pietrella
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Craig’s List Lumber Find
by Lenny Butler

Like many of you, | often scan Craigslist for tools and lumber. This past winter, | saw a post where
the fellow was selling chestnut boards. | have always wanted to get my hands on some chestnut and
build a project or two from it. In case you don’t know, there was an American chestnut tree blight in
the early 1900s that over time killed off the vast majority of the trees. As a boy in the 60s | remember
walking by chestnut trees and picking up from the ground or plucking from a low branch, the “fruit” of
the trees. They were pods with the chestnuts inside. We used to play a game called “kingers” with the
chestnuts, but I digress. It is estimated that there were billions of these trees in the Northeast, as far
south as Mississippi and as far north as Canada. Today the estimate is around 100 live trees survive in
North America with most being in the Midwest or Pacific Northwest.

The Craigslist ad said this was 213 year-old chestnut. | contacted the seller and discussed it a bit. He
explained that he helped knock down a house in Plainville, CT that was built in

1798. The chestnut was flooring in the house. Because this chestnut was pre-blight, it is not wormy. |
went to look at it and decided to buy it. | negotiated a price and bought the

entire lot of about 19 boards of various widths and lengths. The shining star of the lot is a 10 footer
that is just shy of 20” wide! (See photos). Two of the boards were about 16 feet long.

http://www.wwgri.org Copyright O 2011 WWGRI, PO Box 520, No. Scituate, Rl 02857
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I am not sure what | will make from this lumber, but | have started to clean it up. My first step was to
buy a metal detector. | bought a small one from Woodcraft for around $17.00. | have gone over each
board meticulously and have come up with a fair amount of metal. The large cut nails were not hard
to find, but smaller nails and other pieces of metal have also emerged. So far this has been a blade
saver for my planer and jointer. Of course, anything I make will have holes where the nails were, but
that is an attractive feature in my opinion. | would love to make a headboard from the 20” wide
board. It could either stand on its own or | could use it as a panel and frame it in either more chestnut
or some other wood. If anyone knows someone who might like such a headboard or an entire bed

made from this lumber, please let me know.

I am planning to bring the 20” wide board to a future Guild meeting for all to view.

Tips: Impromptu Bench Jack by John Heaney

Sometimes I'm working on a long workpiece and | just need the other end to be held up. This happens
most frequently at the drill press because the table is fairly small. It also happens when sawing a long

http://www.wwqgri.org Copyright O 2011 WWGRI, PO Box 520, No. Scituate, Rl 02857
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workbench, but can also be freestanding. I've never built one, but have figured out how to make one
temporarily using tools already in the shop.

I combine two clamps; a parallel clamp and wooden handscrew clamp. The parallel clamp is
configured as a spreader and the wooden handscrew clamp is added to act as a base.

The handscrew clamp makes for an amazingly stable base, making this impromptu bench jack easy to
move about.

Here's a picture of the parallel clamp configured as a spreader and holding up the end of a long board
for the drill press. | have a QuikClamp on there just because the parallel clamp is so tall. It probably
wasn't even necessary.

It's very easy to quickly push the head of the clamp into position and the screw handle makes very
precise vertical adjustments possible.

Here's the big picture.

http://www.wwgri.org Copyright O 2011 WWGRI, PO Box 520, No. Scituate, Rl 02857
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Here's a shorter clamp being used to support a long board I'm going to cut with a handsaw. The
workpiece is attached to my bench and the very end of the waste is held in the vise of my Jawhorse,
although I could have as easily used another "bench jack". Again, the hand screw of the parallel clamp
makes the vertical adjustment quick and precise.

http://www.wwgri.org Copyright O 2011 WWGRI, PO Box 520, No. Scituate, Rl 02857
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